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Th* Knepper Ancestors. 
""William Knepper came from Germany in 1729 
wilh Alexander Mack and hia company, said to 
have been about thirty families. A. Mack was 
the firat preacher of the Tunker Brethren church 
in Germany founded in 1708. They left Kotter- 
dam in the ahip Allen, under Captain Craigie, and 
lastly at Cowes on the 7th oi July and reached 
Philadelphia on the 15th of September after a per- 
ilotiK voyage of Beveuty-one daye. 

Peter Becker, first Tunker Brethren preacher in 
America, came over with some twenty families in 
1719. He held the firat love feast in America on 
the 25th of December, 1723. This was his first 
call to the minimi j. 

William Knepper had sons and daughters. He 
had one son Peter, one Abraham, and we think 
one or two more. He bad three daughters, Mary, 
Catharine and Elizabeth. Mary was married to 
George A. Martin, Catharine to Johannes Horn, 
Elizabeth remained single and beaame the owner 
i of some land about two miles south of Punkstown, 
1 Franklin Co., Pa. She made a will in 1807 and 
gave half an acre for a graveyard, on which stands 
a small meeting house, erected in about 1845 or 
1840, used by different denominations. It is called 
Mt. Zion. 

Abraham, the son of Wilhelm, had a Bon Abra- 
ham, and this Abraham also had a son Abraham, 
who died some five years ago- These three Abra- 
hams are buried at Mt. Zion. There are grave 
stones at each of the graves. 

Abraham Knepper was born March 10, 1734, 
died December 8, 1823, aged 89 years, 9 mo. and 
2 days. 

Abraham Knepper was born April 23, 1766, 
died August 27, 1857, aged 9J. years, 4 mo. and 4 

days. 

Abraham Knepper was born September 3, 1809, 
died Oct. 11, 1883, aged 71 years, 1 mo. and 11 
dayB. 

It has been said that Wilhelm Knepper died in 
Adams county, Pa., and was buried there. He 
wrote an advice to his children on his deathbed, 
but there is no date given. From the advice it ap- 
pears that some of tbe children were yet small 
when it was written, Hej»yB_that j n G ermany 
he was three ye ars and nine roosths under arr est 
because of his seekin g to serve God . The advice 
closes with these woida in German: 

"And now lake to heart what I say, for I now 
consider my end, and write with great consideration 
of heart, because I know that this will be my last 
writing in this world. And with this I leave you 
over to God and hope to see you again in heaven 

forever." 

Wilhelm Knbfper. 
We do not know the time when he died, hut it 
may have been in about 1755, in perhaps the 60th 
year of his age. He says he was called' of God in 
the 17 th year of hia age. This may have been 
some seven yeara before he came to this country. 

Obed Snowberger. 


ience that these Christians who seem most fall of 
the Spirit, are' tbey who most frequently pray 
for the anointing or baptism of the Spirit, 
and seem most deeply t to realize the need 
of such anointing from time to lime. Moreover, 
there are many paasagea in the New Testament 
that lesd us to believe that there is a supplemental 
gift of the Holy Spirit not included in the promise 
of the Comforter. There are other passages whtoh 
clearly indicate that the same disciples received 
from the Father and from JesuB separate gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. As, tor instance, after his resur- 
rection he met and talked with his disciples (before 
they went up to Jerusalem) ; and it is recorded 
that he' gave tnem his blessing in these words : 
"Then said Jesus unto them, Peace be unto you ; 
as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
And when he had said this, he breathed on ihem 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 
Certainly here was a giving ol the Holy Ghost. 
The last words of Luke's Gospel probably refer to 
the same fact, for there we read : "Behold, I send 
the promise of the Father upon you" (Luke 24: 
49); then "he led them forth as far a? to Bethany 
and lifted up his hands and blessed them, and was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven ; and 
they worshiped him, ind returned unto Jerusalem 
with great joy, and were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God." Surely this is the ac- 
count of the giving of the Comforter, which indeed 
they received just as he waB leaving them. Their 
great joy and the fullness of praise which they 
gave to God were the evidence that they had re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit 

Looking a little farther, we find two distinct 
promises : one of the coming of the Holy Spirit as 
the Comforter, to dwell in them and walk in thim, 
and to teach and guide them and inspire their 


nent and abiding ; the other was for the time being, 
and renewed again and again in answer to the 
prayers of the disciples, as tbey had need ol special 
help from heaven. One gift ministers personal as- 
surance to us in the comforts of communion and 
personal spiritual walk, the other serves to keep ns 
humble before God and always dependent upon 
him for power for Bervice. It is more than proba- 
ble that many Christians have the Comforter, who 
are not anointed wi*h the Holy Ghoet as the great 
power ot God from on high. It is, however, per- 
fectly clear that it is the will of Ood, that all child- 
ren of his shall be anointed "with power from on 
bigh," in order that thev may do the work of disci- 
plea of Jesus ; and it is a great sin on the part of 
Christians to rest content with the presence of the 
C-omforter, and neglect to seek after and wait for 
this second gift of the Holy Ghost. It is lor the 
lack of this anointing of the Holy Ghost that there 
is so little power in the church, and so little efficien- 
cy in the preaching of the Word. — Independent, 


piayers ; the other of a coming as an anointing 


The Holy Spirit In Us And On Us. 
The frequently repeated prayer by Christians, 
that God would "send the Holy Spirit," "give ub 
the Holy Spirit," baptize us with tbe Holy 
Spirit," "anoint us afresh with the Holy 
Spirit," and many other auch petitions, almost al- 
ways raise the query in the minds of some, as to 
whether Buch prayers do not question tbe fact of 
the abiding presence of tbe Cdmforter in and with 
his people. "For," they urge, "did not our Lord 
say : 'and I will pray the Father, and he Bhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
yon forever ; even the Spirit oi Troth, whom the 
world cannot receive because it seeth him not, 
neither knewetb bim ; but ye know him ; for be 
dwelleth with you and shall be in yon?* Is not 
this a specific promise that the Holy Spirit shall 
take up a permanent residence in the heart of every 
believer ? and, if so, is it not an impeachment of 
the truth, or a denial of the 'fulfillment of this 
promise, if we ask God to send us the 
Spirit, or anoint us with the Spirit or 
baptize us afresh with the ■pint? If we have tbe 
Spirit already, how can we expect to receive him ?*' 
Nevertheless, it remains true lo Christian exper- 


power to fit them for service. John the Bapt'iBt 
declared, that while he baptized his disciples with 
water, there cometh One who would baptize them 
with fire and the Holy Ghest. Luke twice records 
the promise, that while tarrying in prayer at Jeru- 
salem they should be anointed with power lrom on 
high after the Holy Ghost came upon them. (Matt. 
3: 11; Luke 24: 49; Acts 1 : 5, 11). While there 
Is some difficulty in separating the fulfillment of 
these promises one from the other, it still remainB 
to be seen very clearly that the coming of the Ho- 
ly Ghost to dwell in them as the Comforter, and 
the falling of the Holy Ghost upon them at Pente- 
cost were two different matters. The gift of the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost was prelimi- 
nary to tbe public service of the disciples, and not 
only accredited them in connection with the phe- 
nominal manifestation of the tongues of fire and 
gitt of miraculous speech, but endowed them with 
spiritual power and great boldness, so that these 
heretofore uneducated men were apparently trans- 
formed into the ablest of speakers, and from being 
| feeble and timid they became phenominal in bold- 
] ness and courage. Moreover, we find that this 
Pentecostal gift was repeated to them alter a few 
days. The chief priests and piers being enraged 
at the boldness of their preaching, in which they 
charged heme upon them the murder of the Lord 
Jesus, threatened them and charged them to preach 
no more in Jesus' name. Being under restraint at 
tbe time, and fall oi fear from the people, they did 
nothing more than threaten. Then it was that the 
disciples gathered together sgain, and after anoth- 
er season of prayer and praise, "the place was 
shaken where they were assembled together, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake 
the word of God with boldness." (Acts 4: 31). 
This anointing or filling with the Holy Ghost was 
repeated to the disciples during the entire apostolic 
period, although tbe minute descriptions of it fade 
away into mere references, as when the apostle de- 
clared mere than once that, '*the hand of the Lord 
was with as." 

On this line of inquiry into this subject it may 
be seen that there are two phases of the Spirit's 
mission to the dumpies of Jesus. One gift was for 
personal comfort and edification : tbe other was for 
power in order to service. One gjft was to tbem 
as the children of God ; the other was to them as 
tbe disciples of Jesus Christ. One gift was per mi- 


A Japanese Hot her and Her Hon. 
There is an old Christian woman, named Morita, 
living in Tokio, who in very zealous in her efforts 
to bring others to love and obey her Lord and Mas- 
ter. She has a son who was very wicked, and 
wasted his mother's property ; his wickedness went 
to such an extent that in the course of teu yesra 
he had been sent to prison seven times. So bad 
was his conduct that all his relations and friends 
forsook him. Only his good and patient mother 
was left to pity and care for him in bis wretched 
condition. Her faith in God did not waver, and 
whenever she saw him she told him of Chriel, and 
endeavored to persuade him to forsake his sins, and 
walk in the ways of righteousness and peace. 

But he was so hardened in sin that he turned a 
deaf ear to all her loving entreaties. He only said 
in reply, "Dear mother, it is alt right lor you to be 
good, and go to heaven, but I am so addicted to 
evil ways that I cannot stop, and it is my purpose 
to live on in this same course and go to hell." 
Still his mother did net give him up, and prayed 
lor him day and night. 

About one year ago he was sent to prison once 
more ; and while thus in confinement hia wife died 
of the cholera, leaving four cnildren, of whom the 
youngest was only a babe. The grandmother was 
at first much troubled and said, "There is surely 
nr> other way than for these little ones to die sf 
starvation." Then alter awhile she said, "Oh, 06, 
it is a great miBtake to doubt the power and good- 
ness of God, and he who has created ns is also able 
to supply all our needs." So she took the little 
ones to her home and cared for them tenderly. 

In November last year the Bon and father was 
released, and when he came to his home and fonnd 
the motherless children thus cared for by the grand- 
mother, his hare* heart was melted. He became a 
truly penitent and humble seeker after that religion 
which had strengthened and comforted his mother's 
heart. From that time his house was opened as a 
place for preaching and frequent services were held 
there for hie benefit, and also to lead others to a 
knowledge of Christ and his salvation. 

Odb day he read the second chapter of Ephesians 
and was deeply moved by his appropriateness to 
bis own case. He has been received into the 
church, and is vigorously laboring to extend tbe 
blessings of the Gospel among all his associates 
and friends.— H. Looms, in The Christian. 


God.— A celebrated Scotch divine said : "The 
world we inherit must have had an origin ; that 
origin must have constated in a cause ; that cause 
must have been intelligent ; that intelligence must 
have been supreme ; and that supreme, which al- 
ways was and is supreme, we know by the name 
ofGod." ' • •'" 

"Give what you give from interest in men. Do 
what you do with thought of the distant results in 
making them noble. Live for God, and you shall 
find the secret of God, which is with tbem that 
fear Him. If you will grasp with yow sympathies 
and efforts the world, 'all things are yours, and 
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's.'" 


